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1 TIM. iv. 16. 


Take heed unto thy ſelf, and unto 

ty Doctrine; for in doing this, 
thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf, 

and them that m_ thee. 


HE Part of the Work of this 

* TJ Day aſſigned to me, is to give 

a Word of Exhortation to you, 

Fol my Brother ; who has been at 
this Time ſolemnly ordained a 

Paſtor or Overſeer of this 
Church. Your long Standing, and Uſeful- 
nefs in the Miniſtry, might juſtly excuſe eve- 
ry Thing of this Kind, did not Cuſtom, and 
Nature of this Bay s Service, ſeem to 
require it. You will therefore ſuffer a 
Word of Exhortation, though it comes from 


a 4 
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4 junior Miniſter, ſince you know in what 
Situation we are; our ſenior Miniſters are 
gone off the Stage of this World, who uſed 
to fill up this Place, and whoſe Years beſt 
became it: Our Fathers, where are they ? 
And the Prophets, do they live for ever ? Give 
me leave to addreſs you in the Words of the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles to Timothy, Tate 
heed unto thy: ſelf, and unto thy Doctrine; 
for in doing this, thou ſhalt both ſave thy 
ſelf, and them that hear thee, ſince this 
Epiſtle was written, not for his ſake only, 
but for the Uſe and Service alſo of other Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel in ſucceeding Ages ; that 
they might now how they ought to behave 
themſelves: in the Houſe of God, which is the 
Church y the living God, the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth, In it the Apoſtle gives a large Ac- 
count of the proper Qualifications of the 
Officers of Churches, Biſhops, and Deacons; 
and in this Chapter deſcends to ſome particu- 
lar Advice and Directions to Timothy, and 

Which are deſigned for the Benefit and Ad- 
vantage of other Preachers of the Word, and 
Paſtors of Churches. 1 ſhall not take any 
Notice of them here, ſeeing I ſhall have oc- 
cafion to make uſe of them in ſome Parts of 
the following Diſcourſe ; and ſhall therefore 
immediately attend to the Words of my Text, 
in which may be obſerv'd, . 


EEK: Charge or Exhortation given to Ti- 
wk II, 
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nat II. Some Reaſons to ſupport it, and en- 
are gage his Regard unto it. 
ſed 3 
eſt I. Here is a Charge or Exhortation given, 


)” BW which conſiſts of three Parts: 
Firſt, To take heed to himſelf. 
Secondly, To take heed to his Doctrine, 
Thirdly, To continue therein. 


Firſt, The Apoſtle exhorts Timothy to 
take beed to himſelf; This is not to be un- 
derſtood of him merely as a Man, that he 
ſhould rake care of his bodily Health, his 
outward Concerns of Life, or make Provifion 
for his Family, if he had any; not but that 
theſe Things are to be equally regarded by a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, as by any other Per- 
ſon. Though he ought to be diligent in his 
Studies, laborious in his Work, and preach 
the Goſpel in Seaſon and out of Seaſon; yet 
he ought to be careful of the Health of his 
Body, and not deſtroy his natural Conſtitu- 
tion. The Words of the wiſe Man are appli- 
cable to our preſent Purpoſe, * Be not righ- 
teous over-much, neither make thy ſelf over= 
wiſe : Why ſbouldeſt thou deſtroy thy ſelf? The 
Apoſtle Paul, in this Epiſtle, adviſes Timo- 
thy to take care of himſelf in this Senſe, 
keing he had much Work upon his Hands, 
and but of a weakly Conſtitution; he exhorts 
kim, that he would * drink no longer Water, 


 ® Reclef, vid 16. d t Tim. v. 23. 
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4 The Duty of « Paſtor, &c. 
but uſe a little Wine, for bis Stomach's ſake, 
and his offer Infirmities ; and it is alike true 
of a Miniſter as of any other Man, what i 
elſewhere ſaid, ©1f any provide net for hi; 
own, and eſpecially for thoſe of bis own Houſe, 
he hath denied the Faith, and is worſe than an 
Infidel; But this is not what the Apoſtle has 
4 in view, when he ſays, Take heed to thy 
fe 
Nor is this Exhorcation given to T; imothy 
under the Character of a Believer, or private 
Chriſtian. There are ſome Things which 
are common to Miniſters, and private Chri- 
ſtians; their Caſes, in ſome Reſpects, are 
alike, and Cautions to them are equally ne- 
ceflary : They haye the ſame Corruptions, 
are ſubject to the ſame Temptations, and li- 
able ro the ſame daily Failings and Infirmi- 
ties; and therefore ſuch, whether Miniſters 
or People, who think they ſtand, ſhould 7ake 
heed left they fall. Unbelief, and Diſtruſt of 
Divine Providence, Preſence, Power, and 
Aſliſtance, have a Place in the Hearts of Mi- 
niſters as well as others, and ſometimes riſe 
to a conſiderable Pitch, and do very much 
prevail; when ſuch Advice as this muſt be 
_ * Take, beed, Brethren, left there be 
in any an evil Heart of wnbelief, in de- 
parti 2 the living Gd There are ma- 
py Inſtances which might be produced, in 


which this Exhortation would appear to be 


<1 Tiny. Keb. ü. 12. 
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_ to Timotby, and ſo to any other Go» 


— conſidered as a Belicver and a 
Chri 


But I apprehend, that the Apoſtle regards 


him in his miniſterial Capacity, as a Preach- 


er of the Word; and is defirous, that he 


2 take heed to himſelf, as a Miniſter, 
and fo the Miniſtry which he had received in 
the Lord, that be fulfill it, It becomes a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel to take heed to his 
Gifts beſtowed upon him, by which he is 
qualified for his Work, that he does not 
loſe, but uſe and improve them; to his 
Time, that he ſpends it aright, and does 
not ſquander it away; of the Errors and He- 
reſies which are in the World, that he is not 
infected by them; to his Spirit, Temper, 
and Paſſions, that he is not govern'd by 
them; to his Life and Converſation, that ic 
be exemplary, becoming his Office, and 
makes for the Glory of God ; and to the Flock 
committed to his Care, which is the other 
Part of himſelf. 

1. A Miniſter ought to take heed to his 
Gifts beſtowed upon him, whereby he is qua- 
lifed for the Work of the Miniſtry. Jeſus 
Chriſt, when he aſcended on high, received 
Gifts for Men, ſuch as were proper to furniſh, 
and fit them for miniſterial Service; and he has 
given them to Men, He gave ſome fome Apoſtles, and 


fone Prophets, and fame Bnargeits, and je 
enn 


 Paftors, 


6 The Duty of a Paſtor, &c. 
Paſtors, and Teachers: That is, he gave 
Gifts, to qualify them for theſe ſeveral Offi- 
ces; and he ſtill continues to give Gifts to 
ſome, by which they become capable of diſ- 
charging the Work and Office of Paſtors of 
Churches; and where theſe are given they 
ought to be taken care of. del $1 
No, a Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould take 
heed to his Gifts, that he does not loſe 
them. * The Giſts and Calling of God are 
without. Repentance. Gifts of ſpecial and ſa- 
ving Gtace are irreverſible ; God never re- 
nts'of them, or revokes them, or calls them 
in; where they are once beſtowed they are 
never taken away; but Gifts fitting Men for 
publick Work and Uſefulneſs, as they may be 
where true Grace is not, ſo they may be re- 
moved, when ſaving Grace never will. This 
we may learn from the Parable of the Ta- 
lents, where our Lord ſays, * Take therefore 
the Talent from him, and give it to him which 
hath ten Talents. For unto every one that hath 


ſhall be given, and he ſhall have abundance : 
But from him that hath not ſhall be taken 


away even that which he bath. Wo there- 
fore to the Idol Shepherd ", the Shepherd of 
no account, who is good for nothing, for an 


Idol is notbing in the World ; who leaveth the 


Flack, makes no Uſe of his Gifts, deſerts his 
Station, forſakes the Flock; the Sword ſbal 
be upon bis Arm, and upon bis right Eye; bis 


b Zech. xi. 17. 
Arm 


Rom. xi, 29. © Matt, Xxv. 29,30 
1 4 1 2 
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rave Arm ſhall be clean dried up, and bis right Ey 
fi- Hal 2 utterly darkened. All his om — 
Knowledge, his Abilities and Uſefulneſs, ſhall 
be taken from him. Hence the Apoſtle ex- 
horts Timothy, To keep by the Holy Ghoſt the 
good Thing which was committed to him; by 
which he means, not Grace, but either the 
Goſpel, or the Gift of Preaching it; Grace 
cannot, Gifts may be loſt. ee 

Moreover, a Goſpel Miniſter ſhould take 
heed to his Gifts, that he uſes them: Neglect 
not the Gift that is in thee *, ſays the Apoſtle 
to Timothy, which was given thee by Prophecy, 
with the Laying on of the Hands of the Preſ- 
bytery. A Miniſter may be tempted to neg- 
lect, lay aſide, and diſuſe his Gifts, for want 
of Succeſs in his Work, or becauſe of the 
Slight and Contempt which may be caſt up- 
on him, or by reaſon of the Rage, Fury, and 
Perſecutions of Men; ſomething of this 
Nature was diſcouraging to Timothy, in the 
Exerciſe of his Gifts, which occaſioned the 
Apoſtle to put him in remembrance, That, 
lays he, thou ſtir up the Gift of God which is 
in thee; by the putting on of my Hands ; for 
God bath not given us the Spirit of Fear, but 
of Power, of Love, and of a ſound Mind. Be 
not thou therefore aſhamed of the Teſtimony of 
our Lord, nor of me his Priſoner, but be thou 
, Partaker of the Aflictions of the Goſpel, ac- 
16 cording to the Power of God. As if he ſhould 


2 Tim. i. 13. 1 Tim. iv. 14 1 Tim. i. 6, 7. 


* | ſay, 


B The Day of a Paſtor, &e. 

ay, lot not that Gift which God has beſtow. 
ed upon thee lie dormant, and be neglected 
by t through a timorous and cowardly 
Spirit; but boldly and bravely preach the Go- 
of the Grace of God, though thou art 


tion. Wo to that Man, who from any Con- 
fideration whatever, wraps up his Talent in 
a Napkin, and hides it in the Earth; fuch an 
one Ghriſ; at the great Day of Account, will 
call wicked and fiotbjul; and give Orders to 


of 
y AC to endure much Affliction, and Perſecu- 


"eaſt ſuch en unprofitable Servant into outer 


Datinefi, where ſhall be weeping, and gnaſs- 
38 af Teeth Y. | WY 58 f 
Beſides, a Miniſter ought not only to take 
heed that he uſes his Gifts, but alſo that 
he improves them; and, indeed, they are ge- 


improved by 2 Gifts, Pie- 

ces of Armour, through diſuſe, grow ruſty ©, 
but the more they are worn the brighter they 
are. There are ſeveral Things which have 
a Tendency to improve, and, with the Bleſ- 
an od God, do improve ſpiritual Gifts, ſuch 
as Prayer, Meditation, and Reading. Theſe 
the Apoſtle directed Timothy to, for the Im- 
ovement of his Mind: Till I come, ſays 
ke, * give Attendance to Reading, ta Exhor- 
tation, to Dedirine; — Meditate upon thejt 
Things, give thy ſelf wholly to them ö, or, be 


* Matt. xxv. 26, 20. 
" Adde, quod ingenium longa rubigine laeſum 


T — 


% Tim. iv, 15, E ven ki 


thou 


hou 
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thou.in them ; be conſtantly intent upon 
them, that thy profiting may appear to all *, 
or in all Things, b. e. in all Parts of uſeful 
Knowledge. It is the Duty of Miniſters * to 
Air up the Gift of God which is in them. Gifts 
are ſometimes like Coals of Fire, covered and 
buried in Aſhes, to which there is an Allu- 
fion in this Paſſage 5 which muſt be ſtirred 
up, or blown off, that they may revive and 
be re-inflamed, and ſo communicate more 
Light and Heat, Tis true, Miniſters can- 
not procure Gifts for themſelves, nor in- 
creaſe them of themſelves; but God is plea- 
ſed to give to his Servants greater Abilities, 
more Light and Knowledge, in the diligenc 
Uſe of Means, For unto every one that bath, 
B. e. that has Gifts, and makes uſe of all pro- 
per Methods to vp. 5/14 them, ſhall be given, 
and be ſhall have abundance. 

2. A Miniſter ought to take heed to his 
Time, that he ſpends it aright, and does not 
ſquander it away. Time is precious, and 
3 * to be redeemed, and diligently impro- 
ved, by all Sorts of Men; but by none more 
than the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who ſhould 
ſpend it in frequent Prayer, conſtant Medita- 
tion, and in daily Reading the Scriptures, 
and the Writings of good Men; which are 


1 Ey T4010. r 2 Tim. i. 6. 

Verbum d αννανον etiam modeſte eum officii admonet. 
Significat autem ignem cineribus tectum excitare, ſopitam favil- 
lam in flammam proferre. Avetins in 2 Tim. i. 6. In the ſame 
Senſe as bere is the Word uſed in Marc, Antonin. de (cipfo. I. 7. ſ. 2. 
Vid. Gatter Annotat. in ib, 

| tranſ- 
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„ = 


of Truth*. They ought not to ſpend their 
Time in an unprofitable Manner, or in need- 
leſs and unneceſſary Viſits. It is a Miſtake 
which prevails among Church-Members, 
that they muſt be viſited, and that very of- 
ten: If Miniſters are not continually calling 
on them they think themſelves neglected, and 
are much diſpleaſed; not conſidering, that 
fach a Frequency of Viſits, as is defired by 
them, muſt be the Bane and Ruin of what 
might otherwiſe be a very valuable Miniſtry; 
and at the fame Time furniſhes an idle and 
lazy Preacher with a good Excuſe to neglect 
his Studies, and that with a great deal of 
Peace and Quietneſs of Canſcience, whilſt 
He fancies he's about his miniſterial Work. 
I would not be underſtood, as though 1 
thought that Viſits were needleſs Things, and 
that they are no part of a Miniſter's Work: 
I am ſenſible, that he ought to be diligent to 
know the State of his Flock; and that it is his 
Buſineſs to viſit the Members of the Church, 
at proper Times, and on proper Occaſions; 
what I complain of, is the too great Fre- 
quency of Viſits as is deſired, and when they 
are unneceſſary. 


t2 Tim. ii. 15. 


need not be aſhamed, rightly di vidin the Word 


3. A 
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3. A Miniſter ought to take heed to him- 
ſelf, that he is not infected with the Errors 
and Hereſies which are in the World. There 
always have been, and ſtill are, Hereſies 
atong Men, and there muſt be; that they 


which are approved, are faithful and appro- 
ved Miniſters of Chriſt, might be made mani- 


feft, to the Churches, and the World, by 


their Zeal for Truth, and againſt Error. And 
whereas Miniſters, as well as others, are lia- 
ble to have their Minds corrupted from the 
Simplicity that is in Chriſt, and to be led 
away with the Error of the Wicked, and ſo 
all from their own Stedfaſineſ; ; it becomes 
them therefore, to take heed to themſelves. 
This was the Reafon of the Apoftle's Advice 
to the Elders of the Church at Epheſus, at 
bis taking His leave of them; when he ſaid 
to them, Take heed to your ſelves, and to all 
the Flock =—— for, ſays he, I know this, that 
after my departing, [ball grievous Wolves en- 
ter in among you, not ſparing the Flock ; alſo 
of your own ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking 


perverſe Things, to draw away Diſciples after 


them. Take heed, beware therefore, of theſe 
perverſe Men and Things, leſt you alfo be 
drawn after them, and be carried away by 
therm. Our Lord Jeſus Chrift thought ic ne- 
ceſſary to exhort his own Difciples, to be- 
ware of the Doctrine of the Pharifees and 
dadducees; and to take heed, char they were 


A . 28, 2 
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not deceived by falſe Chriſts, and falſe Pro- 
phets. Miniſters, of all Men, ought to be 
moſt careful ro ſhun Error, and avoid falſe 
Doctrines; ſince their Seduction may be the 
Means of a greater Spread of them, and of 
the Ruin of Multitudes of Souls. 

4. A Miniſter ought to take heed to his 
Spirit, his Temper, and his Paſſions, that he 
is not governed by them. The Preachers of 
the Goſpel are Men of like Paſſions with 
others: Some of Chriſt's Diſciples were very 
hot, fiery, and paſſionate ; they were for 
calling for Fire from Heaven to conſume 
ſuch who had diſpleaſed them; hence our 
Lord ſaid unto them, e know not what 
Manner of Spirit ye are of. One that has the 
Government of his Paſſions, and can rule his 
own Spirit and Temper, is very fit to rule in 


the Church of God. He that is flow to 56 


#5 better than the Mighty; and be that ruletb 
his Spirit than he that taketh a City *. But 
if a Man is influenced and governed by his 
Paſſions, he'll be led by em to take indirect 
and imprudent Steps; and to manage Affairs 
wich Partiality, to. the Prejudice of the 
Church, and Members of it. 

5 A Miniſter ought to take heed to his 
Li e and Converſation, that it be exemplary 
to thoſe who are under his Care. Private 
Chriſtians may, and ought to be Examples 
ne to another; they ſhould be careful 10 


E Luke ix. 55, roy. xvi. 324 


Het: 


Pro- 
o be 
falſe 
> the 
id of 


> his 
at he 
rs of 
with 
very 

for 
'ume 

our 
what 
s the 
e his 
le in 
noer 
150 
But 
7 his 
irect 


Fairs 
the 


d his 
lary 
vate 
ples 
4 £0 


ain. 


The Duty of a Paſtor, &c. 13 
maintain, or go before each other in good 
Works ; but more eſpecially, Miniſters ought 
to be Enjamples to the Flock. This is the Ad- 
vice the Apoſtle gave Timothy, Be thou an 
Example of the Believers, in Word, in Con- 
verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in 
Purity. They ought to be careful how they 
behave themſelves in their Families, in the 
Church, and in the World; that they give 
no Offence in any Thing, that the Miniſtry be 
not blamed, and ſo become uſeleſs and unpro- 
fitable. This was what the Apoſtle Paul was 
careful of, with reipe& to himſelf and his 
Miniſtry ; I keep 3 my Body, and bring it 
into Subjeion *, I do nor indulge, but deny 
my ſelf, all carnal Luſts and Pleaſures, /e/f 
that by any means, when TI have preached to 
others, I my ſelf ſhould be à caſt away, h. e. 
not one rejected of God, or a Reprobate; for 
he knew whom he had believed, and was per- 
ſwaded, that nothing could ſeparate him 
from the Love of God; he had no fearful 
Apprehenſions of this kind; tho' he was jeas - 
lous and cautious, leſt he ſhould be guilty of 
miſconduct in his outward Converſation 
among Men; and ſo become 29 u@, re- 
jected, and diſapproved of by Men, and 
be uſeleſs in his Miniſtry. Every Chriſtian 
ought to adorn the Doctrine of God our Savi- 
gur, but more eſpecially the Preachers of it; 
their Lights ſhould /o ſhine before Men, that 


7 nesisadg, Tit, iii. 8, * x Tiny iv, 12, * 1 Cop, ix. 27. 


they 
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ſeeing their gend Works, may ghrify 
thett Father which is in Heaven. The Name 
of God, the Ways of Chriſt, and the Truths 
of the Goſpel, are blaſphemed, and fpoken 
evil of, through the fcandalous Lives of Pro- 
feſſors, and e berge Miniſters. Nothing is 
more abominable * than that one, whoſe Bu. 
finefs it is to inſtruct and reprove others, is 
Rimiſelf nocorioufly culpable; to fuch à Perſon 
and cafe, the Words of the Apotftfe are ve- 
fy applicable, Thou therefore which teachef 


another, teacheft thou not thy ſelf? Thou that 


rar het a Man ſhould not fleal, doeſt thou 


Real? Thou that fayeft « Man ſhould not com- 


ant Adultery, doeft thou commit Adultery? 
Thos that ab borreſt Idols, doeft thou commit 
Satrileze ? Thou that makeſt thy Boaſt of the 
Tat, through breaking the Law diſhonoure| 
thou God? For the Name of God is blaſpbemed 
among the Gentiles through you. 

6. A Miniſter ought to take heed: to the 
Flock committed to his Cate, which is but 
the other Part of himſelf. There is a mu- 
toal Relation, a clofe Union, between a Pa- 
for and à Church; they are in forme Senſe 
one, and cheir Inrereſts are one; fo that a 
Paſtor, by taking heed to hirmtelf, takes heed 
to Kis Flock, and by taking herd to His Flock 
fakes heed to himſelf. Hence theft two are 
joined rogether in the Apoſtle's Advice ro the 

d Quae culpare ſoles, ea tu ne feceris ipſe; 

Turpe eſt doctori, cum culpa redarguit ipſum, Cats. 
© Rom, il. 21, 22, 23, 24, ; 


3 Elders 


ers 
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Blders/ of the Church at Epheſus, * Take beed 
tg your ſefues, and to all the Flock, ever the 
which the Holy Ghoſt beth made you Overſeers, 
to feed the Church, Paſtors of Churches 
hould: be careful that they feed the Saints 
with Knowledge and Underſtanding ; thar 
they feed the Flock and nor themſelves; that 
they perform the whole Office of faithful 
Shepherds to them; that they ſtrengthen the 
Dilgaſed, heal the Sick, bind up the Broken, 
bring again that which was driyen away, and 
tek up that which was loſt; all which they 
hould take diligent heed unto, fince they 
muſt be accountable to the great Shepherd 
ind Biſhep of Souls, for all thoſe who ace 
under their Care, But ſo much for the firſt 
branch of the Exhortation; I proceed to 


0 , 

Secondly, The ſecond Part of the Charge, 
which is to take heed to his Doctrine, 4, e. 
to the Doctrine to which he has attain d, 
which he has a Knowledge of, and ought to 
preach to others; otherwiſe the Doctrine is 
got his own but anothers; as Chriſt ſays of 
himſelf as Man, My Doctrine is not mine, 
but his that ſent me, Chriſt received his Do- 
crine from his Father, and his Miniſters re- 
ceive it from him, and deliver it to the Peo- 
ple, The Doctrine which a Goſpel Miniſter 
preaches, is in the ſame Senſe his, in which 
the Apoſtle Paul calls the Goſpel, my Goſpel, 


Acts xx. 28. a John vii, 16, 


5 
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or our Goſpel ; not that it was a Syſtem of Eke 
Doctrines drawn up, and compoſed by him; 1 


but what was given him by the Revelation * 
of Chriſt, was committed to his Truſt, what I tage 


he ought to preach, and in which he waz 
made uſeful to the Souls of many. 
Now a Miniſter ought to take heed to his 
Doctrine, that it be according to the Scripture, 
All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of Gul, 
and is profitable for Doctrine. True Doctrine 
ſprings from it, is agreeable to it, and ma) 
be confirmed and om gary by it z therefore 
« If any Man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Ora- 
24 of C God. He ſhould . e that his 2 
Doctrine has a Place in the Word of God, MW n: 
that it takes its riſe from it, is conſonant to pr. 
it, and capable of being proved by it: To the 
Law, and to the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak mt Ml yer 
according to this Word, it is becauſe there i Do 
no Light in them". Whatever Doctrines do ed 
not ſpring from theſe Fountains of Light and I fy 
Truth, or are diſagreeable to them, muſt be the 
accounted divers and ſtrange Doctrines. dec 
Care ſhould alſo be taken, by a Miniſter WW ith 
of the Goſpel, that his Doctrine be the Do- nn 
ctrine of Chriſt ; that is, ſuch as Chriſt him- Wl tin 
ſelf preached, which he has deliver'd out by be: 
Revelation to others, and of which he is the W ou 
Sum and Subſtance. i Fe preach Chriſt cru- Y | 
erfied to the Jews a ſtumbling Block, and to the to 


f 2 Tim. iii. 16, 8 1 Pet. iv. 11, Þ Iſa. viii. 20. 
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Greeks Fooliſhneſs. This Doctrine is moſt 
likely to be uſe for the Converſion of Sin- 
ners, and Comfort of Saints; and a Man that 
does not bring this with him is to be diſcou- 


raged” and rejected: Whoſoever tranſgreſſetb, 


and abideth not in the Doctrine of Chriſt, hath 
at God: He that 'abideth in the Doctrine of 
bei, be hath both the Father and the Son. 
If there come any unto you, and bring not this 
Dottrine, receive him not into your Houſe, nei- 
ther bid him God ſpeed *, 
'Moreover, a Miniſter ſhould take heed, 
that his Doctrine be the ſame with that of 
che Apoſtles: It was the Glory of the Primi- 
ve Chriſtians, that they continued ſtedfaſtly 
in the Apoſtles Doctrine; and it muſt be the 
Excellency of a Man's Miniſtry, that it is 
wreeable to that Faitb which was once deli- 
vered fo the Saints. Jeſus Chriſt received his 
Doctrine from his Father, which he deliver- 
ed to his Apoſtles: I have given unto them, 
ſays he, ' the Words which thou gaveſt me, and 
they have received them ; who alſo were gui- 
ded by the Spirit of Truth into all Truth, as 
itls in Jeſus ; and under the Inſpiration of the 


fame Spirit have left the Whole of it in Wri- 


ting to the Churches of Chriſt ; which ſhould 
be the Standard of a Goſpel-Miniſtry through- 
out all Generations. | 


Beſides, it becomes a Preacher of the Word 


to be careful, that the Doctrine he teaches 


Es John 9, 10. chu xuil. 8. 
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be according to Godlineſs; that it is not con- 
trary to the moral Perfections of God, or has 
a Tendency to promote a looſe and licentious 
Life; but that it is agreeable. to, and may be 
a Means of increaſing, both internal and exter- 
nal Holineſs. Sin, as it is a Tranſgreſſion of 
the Law, ſo it is contrary to ſaund Doctrine; 
which ſound Doctrine is according to the gle 
rious Goſpel of the bleſſed God", The Goſpel 
no more countenances Sin, than the Law does; 
the Grace of God ®, the Doctrine of the 
Grace of God, that bringeth Salvation, the 
News of it to Sinners, hath appeared to all 
Men, Gentiles as: well as Jews; . teaching us, 
That denying Ungodlineſs. and woridly - Luft, 
we ſoould Ive ſaberly, righteouſly,, and god 
in this preſent World. Whatever Doctrine: 
are ſubverſive of true Piety, or ſtrike at the 
Life and Power of Godlineſs, are to be re- 
jected: F any Man teach otherwiſe, and con- 
ſent not to wholeſome Words, even the Words if 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and to the Dottrine 
which is according to Godlineſs; be is proud, 
Rnowing nothing, but doting about Queſtions 
and Strife of Words, whereof. cometh Envy, 
Strifes, Railings, evil Surmifings, &c. 

Again, it is highly neceſſary, that a Paſtor 
of a Church ſhould be careful, that his Do- 
ctrine be fuch as makes for the Edification of 
the People; it ought to be ſolid and fubſtan- 
tial, ſuited to their Capacities, and what 1s 


= x Tim, i. 10, 11+ Tit. ii 11, 13s 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4, . 
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Food convenient for them ; he ſhould not, 
therefore, give heed to Fables, and endleſs 
Genealogies ; he ought, in his Miniſtry, to ſhun 
bane and vain Bablings, and Oppoſitions 
of Science falſly ſo called. He ſhould not 
we about Words to no profit, but to the ſub- 
verting of the Hearers; and ſhould carefully 
and diligently avoid fooliſh and unlearned 
Pueſtions, knowing that they do gender 
Strifes v. 

In a Word, he ſhould take heed, that his 
Doctrine be ſound and incorrupt, pure and 
unmixed, and that it be all of a piece, and 
conſiſtent with it ſelf. He ought to ſpeak 
the Things which become ſound Doctrine; that 
is, ſuch Things as are agreeable to it, and 
conſiſtent with it, and which are wholeſome 
and healthful to the Souls of Men. In his 
Doctrine he ought to ſhew Uncorruptneſs, 
Gravity, Sincerity, and uſe ſound Speech, 
which cannot be condemned; he ſhould not 
teach for Doctrines the Commandments of Men, 
or join, or mix divine Truths with human 
Inventions. The Chaff and the Wheat ſhould 
be kept ſeparate; nor ſhould he blend Law 
and Goſpel, Grace and Works together; and 
ſo be like them that corrupt the Word of God, 
xemwnAzorles TY NH T8 Oe, adulterate it, 
by mixing it with their own Fancies ; as un- 
fair Dealers in Liquors, mix Water with 


them, which is the Senſe of the Word here 


P Tim; i. 4. & vi. 20. 2 Tim. ii. 14, 16, 23. Tit. ii. 1, 7, 8. 


D 2 uſed, 
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uſed, * But as of. Sincerity, but as of God, in 
the Sight of God, ſhould a Goſpel-Miniſter 
ſpeak in Chriſt, He ought to take heed that 
what he preaches is conſiſtent with it ſelf; 
that it has no yea and nay, no Contradiction 
in it, and does not deſtroy it ſelf; and fo 
bring a Reproach upon him, and he be- 
come uſeleſs to his Hearers; For if the 
Trumpet give an uncertain Sound, who ſhall 
prepare himſelf for the Battle? Conſiſtence, 


Harmony, and Connexion of Things with 


each other, are the Beauty and Glory of a 
Man's Miniſtry ; which muſt needs recom- 
mend it, and make it moſt uſeful, profitable 
and pleaſant. 5 

It is alſo very adviſeable that he take heed, 
that he expreſs his Doctrine in the beſt Man- 


ner, and to the beſt Advantage. He ought to 


be careful about the Manner as well as the 
Matter of his Miniſtry; that he ſpeak plainly, 
intelligibly, and boldly, the Goſpel, as it ought 
to be ſpoken: Elocution, which is a Gift of 
Utterance, a Freedom of Expreſſion, with 
Propriety of Language, is one of the Gifts 
fitting for publick Uſefulneſs in the Work of 
the Miniſtry; and which may be improved 
by the Uſe of proper Means. The Example 
of the royal Preacher is worthy of our Imi- 
\ © 2 Cor. ii. 17. xamnagtor]es cauponantes Sermonem Dei. 
Metaphora ſumpra eſt ab hoſpitibus & cauponantibus, quibus in 
more eſt, vinum aqua corrumpere. Sic Graeci interpretantur, xa- 
,,. xex5ve iy lv, hoc eſt, vinum corrumpere, & T1 
dicunt olim lignificayilſe ojyoy vinum. Aretizs in loc. 
I Cor. ziv. 8. 3 ; "EB . ; 
2 tation, 
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d, iz || tation, Becauſe the Preacher was wiſe he ſtill 
niſter | taught the People Knowledge ; yea, he gave 
that ¶ good Heed, and ſought out, and ſet in Order 
ſelf; ¶ many Proverbs; The Preacher ſought to find 
Etion ¶ out acceptable Words; and that which was 
nd ſo ¶ written was upright, even Words of Truth* : 
be- He not only ſought for proper and agreeable 
* the Truths, but was careful to expreſs them in 
ſball ¶ the moſt acceptable Manner. 
ence, To conclude this Head; when a Miniſter 
with bas uſed his Care and Diligence about his 
of a ¶ Doctrine, that it be according to the Scrip- 
com- tures, agreeable to the Doctrine of Chriſt and 
table his Apoſtles ; that it be N to Godli- 
lineſs, and makes for the Uſe of Edifying; 
heed, WW that it be ſound and incorrupt, pure and un- 
Man- mixed, and conſiſtent with it ſelf; and that 
ht to it be expreſſed in the beſt Manner, and to the 
the I beſt Advantage, he ought to take heed to de- 
unly, Wl fend it whenever oppoſed ; for Miniſters are 
ught not only ſer to preach the Goſpel, but for 
ift of che Defence of it; they ſhould 4 ſound Do- 
with W #rine both exhort and convince Gainſayers ; 
Gifts WW for which purpoſe, they ſhould uſe the two 
k of W edged Sword, the Sword of the Spirit, which 
oved i the Word of God; and is both an offenſive 
mple and defenſive Weapon, by which, at once, 
Imi- Error is refuted, and Truth eſtabliſhed. I ga 
« Dei, en to conſider, 
| Thirdly, The third Part of this Exhorta- 
tion, which is, to continue in them, Some 


J Feel. zii. 9, 10. LTR. 1.9. 
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read the Words, Continue with them », h. e. 
with the People at Epbęſus, where Timothy 
was, and where the Apoſtle would have him 
remain; as appears from what he ſays to him 
at the Beginning of this Epiſtle, I befought 
bee to abide ſtill at Epheſus, But I chuſe ra- 
ther to conſider them as they are in our Tran- 
lation render d, Continue in them, h. e. in 
the Doctrines which thou doſt well to take 
heed unto. Much ſuch Advice does the Apo- 
ſtle give to Timothy, in his ſecond Epiſtle to 
him, ? Continue thou, ſays he, in the Things 
which thou haſt learned, and haſt been aſſured 
of; knowing of whom thou haſt learned them, 
It is very unbecoming Miniſters of the Word, 
to be ike Children toſſed to and fro with every 
Wind of Dactrine; daily ſhifting Sides, and 
changing Sentiments. 

He that would be a Preacher of the Goſpel to 
others, ought ſo to ſtudy. the Scriptures, and 
learn the Doctrines of Grace, as to be aſſured of 
them, to be at a Point, at a Certainty concerning 
them; that he may be able to ſpeak them bold- 
ly; as they ought to be ſpoken; and when he 
has ſo done, he ought to adhere to them, abide 
by them, and continue in them; even though 
2 may be againſt them, for we are 
not to follow @ Multitude to do Evil. Truth 
is not to be judged of by the Number of its 
Admirers; iÞhis was a ſure and ſafe Rule to 
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vo by, the Church of Rome would have the 
beſt Pretenſions to the Truth of Doctrine, 
Diſcipline, and Worſhip; for all the World 
wonder d after the Beaſt *, It ſhould be no 
Diſcquragement to a Goſpel-Miniſter to ob- 
ſerve; that there are but few that receive the 
Dectrines of Grace. Vea, he ſhould abide 
by them, though they are oppoſed by Men 
of , Learning and Reputation. Truth does 
not al ways lie among Men of that Character; 
God is pleaſed to hide the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel from the Miſe and Prudent, and re- 
real them unto Babes; and 4 the Fooliſbneſi 
of Preacbing confound the Wiſe, and ſaue 
them that believe. It was an Objection to our 
Lord's Miniſtry, that not any of the Rulers 
or of the Phariſees' believed on bim; but this 
Parnple who knoweth not the Law are curſed *. 
Miniſters of the Goſpel ſhould abide by, and 
continue in the. Doctrines of it, though it is 
only received by the Poor and Ignorant, and 
oppaſed by the Rich and Wile: Nay, they 
ought to do fo, though there are ſome Things 
in them which cannot be comprehended by 
corrupt and carnal Reaſon; this ſhould be no 
Objection to a Reception of them, or Conti- 
nuance in them. There are ſome Things 


in 
the Gaſpel which Eye bath not ſeen, nor Ear 
heard, neither have enter'd into the Heart 

Man, that is, a natural Man to conceive of; 
wherefore it is no wonder, that the natural 


Rev. xũi. 3. 


John vii. 48, 49. 
Man 
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God, for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him, neither 
can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned. 

Nor ſhould the Charges and Imputations 
of Novelty and Licentiouſneſs frighten and 
deter the Miniſters of Chriſt from abi- 
ding by the Doctrines of Grace, ſince theſe 
were the very Reproaches and Calumnies 
that the Doctrines of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles were loaded with, What Thing is this? 
What new Doctrine is this? Say ſome con- 
cerning Chriſt's Miniftry *; and fo the Athe- 
nians to Paul, May we know what this new 
Doctrine whereof thou ſpeakeft is? They look- 
ed upon the more [ſubſtantial Truths of the 
Goſpel as Novelties, upſtart Notions, ſuch 
as were never heard of before; nay, they 
were accounted by ſome as having a Tenden- 
cy to open a Door to all Manner of Wicked- 
neſs and Looſeneſs of Life; which occaſioned 
the Apoftle to ſay, And not rather, as we be 
fanderoufly reported, and as ſome affirm, that 
we ſay, Let us do Evil that Good may come, 
whoſe Damnation is juſt *. 

a Ward, it becomes Chriſt's Miniſters to 
abideby,lnd continue in the Doctrinesof Grace, 
tho they riſque their good Name, Credit, and 
Reputation, are in danger of loſing their out- 
ward Maintenance, or worldly Subſtance, 


yea, Life it ſelf; * for whoſoever will ſave his 
© x Cor. ii, 9-14. Mart i, 27. Ads xvii 19, Rom. 
| Life 


iü. % Mark viii, 3 5. 


Man receiveth not the Things of the Spirit of 
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Life ſhall boſe it, but whoſoever ſhall loſe his 


Life for my ſake and the Goſpel's, the ſame ſhall 
ave it. I now haſten briefly to conſider, 


tations 
n and 


abi. II. The Reaſons given of the Apoſtle to 
theſe Nſupport the Whole of this Charge or Exhor- 
mnies Nation; and to engage Timothy's, and ſo every 
Apo. ſWother Goſpel-Miniſter's regard unts it. 

bit? MB Firſt, His firſt Reaſon is, For in doing this 


tou ſhalt ſave thy ſelf. Jeſus Chriſt is the 


con- 
Athe. N aly efficient, and 2 Cauſe of Salva- 
5 'new ion: There is no Salvation in any other ; for 
look. lere is none other Name under Heaven given 
f the WM imong Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved®, Mi- 
ſuch MWiiſters can't ſave themſelves by any Works 
they WI” Righteouſneſs done by them, no, not by 
den. ¶ their miniſteral Services; it is in vain to ex- 
ked- Salvation by any, or from any other 
oned han Chriſt Jeſus: Bur Miniſters, by taking 
ve be beed to themſelves, may, through a Divine 
that i Blefling, and the Influences of the Spirit of 
ome, God, ſave themſelves from an untoward Gene- 
ration, and be preſerved from the Pollutions of 
s to the World; may keep their Garments, their 
ace, ¶ curward Converſation Garments, fo that they 
and do not walk naked, and others ſte their Shame. 
uc- y taking heed to their Doctrine they may 
ice, | fave themſelves from being infected with 
his = — Errors and Hereſies; thoſe 
oots of Bitterneſi, which ſpringing up in 
en. Churches, — ſome, 3 2 © rs; 
fe 


1A iv. tt; 
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And by continuing in their Doctrines, may 


ſaye themſelves from the Blood of all Men, 
with whom they are concern d. The Work 
of a Miniſter is an awful, ſolemn, and 
weighty one; if he does not warn and in- 
ſtruct both the Bightequs and the Wicked, 
their Blood: will be required at his hand; but 
if he per forms his Office faithfully, he deli 
vert bis Soul, b. e. he faves himſelf from 
ſuch a Charge againſt him, as did the Apo- 
ſtle Paul, Who could ſay, I am pure fron 
be Blood of all Men; for I have not ſhunned 
10 daclare unto you. all the Counſel of God. 
Thus, by a. Miniſter's taking heed to himſelf 
and to bis Doctrine, and continuing therein, 
he ſaves himſelf from all juſt Blame in his 
Charactet and Office ; and may be truly ac- 
counted a geod Mini/ter.of Feſus Chriſt, nou 
raſhea up in the Wards: of Faith, and of good 
Hrine, whereunto be bath attained \, 
Secondly, His other Reaſon is, Thou ſhal: 
alſo ſave, them that beer thee ; h. e by being 
an Example to chem both in Word and Con- 
verſation, thou ſhalt be the Means of pre- 
ferving them both from etroneous Principles 
_ and: immoral Practices ; or, thou ſhalt be in- 
ſtrumental in theit eternal Salvation. Mini- 
ſters are Inſtruments by whom Souls believe, 
and ſp are ſa ved; the Word preached by them 
being, 5 the Spirit, an en- 
pratted Ward, is able to ave them; and the 


* Ae xx, 26, 27, 1 Tier ij. 6. 2 p l 
A ©. 9 ; Go pe 


3 
SLE > 


K 5 #1 - 


mor” - ks 


The Duty 62 Paſtor, &c. 27 


Goſpel being attended with the Demonſtra- 
tion of the Spirit, is the Power of God unto 
Salvation. What can, or does, more ſtrong- 
ly engage Miniſters to take heed to them- 
3 to their Doctrine, and abide therein, 
than this? That they may be uſeful in the 
Converſion, and ſo in the Salvation of preei- 
ous and immortal Souls, which are of more 
Worth than a World. He that converteth a 
Sinner from the Error of his Way, ſhall ſave 
a Soul from Death, and ſhall hide a Multitude 
of Sins *, A hopeful View of this ſupports 
Miniſters in their Work, and carries them 
chearfully through many Difficulties that at- 
tend it; for ſuch Souls whom they have been 
uſeful to, will be their Joy, and Crown of Re- 
jaicing, in the great Day of the Lord. Theſe 
Reaſons, I truſt, will engage you, my Bro- 
ther, who has been this Day ſer apart to the 
Paſtoral Office in this Church, to take heed 
to your ſelf, your Gifts, Time, Temper, 
Life and Converſation, and to the Flock 
now committed to your Care: And I con- 
clude, that theſe will alſo engage you to 
take heed to your Doctrine; chat it be ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, the Doctrine of 
Chriſt, his Apoſtles, and true Godlineſs; and 
ſuch as will be profitable to them that hear 
it ; that it be ſound and incorrupt, pure and 
unmixed, and conſiſtent with it ſelf ; that ic 


be delivered out in the beſi Manner, you are 


1 it 


* James v. 20, 


able, 
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able, and defended to the utmoſt of your 
Ability, by which you will abide, and in 
which you will continue: In doing this you 
will be moſt likely to be inſtrumental in the 
Converſion of Sinners, and Edification of 
Saints. God give Suceeſs to all your Mini- 
ſtrations. 7 


